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The victor can then demand anything he likes from the
vanquished, and the latter has perforce to yield. But if defeat
is not admitted, the enemy will fight until he has killed
his opponent. A Satyagrahi, however, is dead to his body
even before the enemy attempts to kill him, i.e. he is free
from attachment to his body and only lives in the victory
of the soul. Therefore, when he is already thus dead, why
should lie yearn to kill anyone?. To die in the act of killing
is in essence to die defeated. Because, if the enemy is unable
to get what he wants from you alive, he will decide to get it
after killing you. If, on the other hand, he realizes that
you have not the remotest thought in your mind of raising
your hand against him even for the sake of your life, he
will lack the zest to kill you. Every hunter has had this
experience. No one has ever heard of anyone hunting
cows.
You may find that I have not answered the questions
that you had in your mind. I have made a humble effort
and dealt with your general question by giving you a few
homely examples. I hope that from them you will be
able to deduce answers to the questions left unanswered.
Dignity of the soul and self-respect are interpreted
differently by different persons* I am aware that self-res-
pect is often misinterpreted. The over-sensitive man may
see disrespect or hurt in almost everything. Such a man does
not really understand what self-respect is. That has been
my experience in many cases. But no harm accrues even
if a non-violent man holds mistaken notions of self-respect.
He can die cheerfully for the sake of what he believes to be
his dignity and self-respect. Only he has no right to injure
or kill the supposed wrong-doer.
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